B Af339 yAfe |
fAY nige™ m3 I3t 2

During the last two sessions held on 7™ October and 4™ November 2007, Dr. Tejpal
Singh has already explained the importance and significance of the Sikh Ardaas as
collectively accepted by the Guru Panth by virtue of SGPC’s Resolution No. 97 dated
3" February 1945, reproduced in the Sikh Reht Maryada, as amended subsequently.
However, due to time constraint, certain queries could not be taken up for discussion.
Accordingly, I have been asked to participate so that discussion may proceed further.

Under Heading “Ardaas”, Footnote is given in the SRM, which reads as below:

o feg vigem T ayer I | “fyEH FASt” B HEE w3 ‘TR aH THEMA
V3Bt @ 3 feu gt 5at I Aot |

It is thus essential to know why “Pritham Bhagauti” was accorded the status of
“Gurbani, the Divine Word” enshrined in the Guru Granth Sahib?

Several Sikh Authors and Scholars have pointed out that first Stanza of “Ardaas” has
been lifted from “Vaar Durga Kee”, which has (55) Stanzas under Serial Nos. 1 to 55.

Here, I will reproduce only two Stanzas i.e. First and the last though all Stanzas need
to be gone through:

9 TIIr ot {f638H e / fAy Ifaz HawmeT)
@ = faag #t &t =sfa € efaag /it dt ==T I
€8 Afsam yrrfe Ht 391t 7 AofE I
Ht 39183t it Aofe 9 Ht 34t At &t ysETt Q0 1
ng 9 g9ar o feyws fye 39t fanfe & 39 oo
uTf3ATt Q0 et fonrfe 1| feg vise a9 3
uBst WHIEH IHEH JEt AIfE Il

nieHs Ja9ditae & fAng

yufH Far8st fAvea I aaa BEt fomife | gfgafe I it afefars
VidE 319 3 WHITH TTHER I ATfE | fomretnt fam 38 Afs efy mfe i
nigds Jfgditge & fane /t ofs afe | 391 go=d fAHfant we &€ fafa

At of9 fanfs fowfent far fs3 Rg ey fe 1w ofe 1| A gvet dfe Aofe ol
Ag gt 3fe Aofe | q |

37 335 AW At W3 37; ITHIS o A dit MsAT, feR @ »9E T5 :
(A3 3) ufast 3413t § fAangeT of w3 (feg) IT oox &< § we age o' | (fea) T
vidre, (IF) MHITH »i3 (TY) IHEH (B fAnger Tf fa HI) Aol = | (39) »igrs
g%, (I9) ofgdifde ni3 (IQ) Ht IfT Ife § fmmer o | (feT T9) At ofsfams &



e gt frHgt € T9H6 996 &% AQ BY €9 J A'e I6 | (IQ) 39 Fue9 ¢ fAHTs
&% & fott (47a) (W3 ) grehi g8t mi@ehr 78 | (AT 319 HY) Ag B8t
AIfex dE 1 Q |
nflgw 2e;
H3 foHz uatenr A4 © oH & | fég Afe gofenr aw mfstu & |
fA9 yv &3 feafour g fee @ | o8+t St afenr AR Ao & |
99T Us gEfent S uBdinr | 3fT & gat nifenr fafs fea arfenr | uy |
fef3 #t g9or &t @9 AHUS AZ ASH A |

nJg: (851 3) B3 ni3 forg § aH-8x § 39 fe3 n3 féeg § gr-f38x (‘mifsay’)
o Tt Ae fonr | 9w féeg € fAg €3 23 feur fesr | (fer 397 ¢ & feu rAas-
HT3T (TIIM) T GH & famr | g9dr (AU3ESY) © us (fer @9 dnif) Ardtert uB3thrt
feg afenrr 3 | # fer (Us) § ardar (o) fed niewes € gadt feg adt ugar 1uul

Under SRM, Sikhs are also advised:

(¥) MITH 596 T H IJ 38 Afog f € AGHY U3 &, I8 A3 & MJeH & | # Hi
99 dig mfag t ¥ge & d= 3' faR UR o &9a e H &g, Y= J |

It would thus show that except individually at their private places, Panthic Ardaas is
uttered in the presence of Guru Granth Sahib. Let us now try to understand the
meaning of “Bhagauti” as mentioned in the Guru Granth Sahib.

frdtamar &t @9 Ho® 3 1| UaT €t 1| A 391831 | =3 A'E Il IT UTA™! MY US'E I
gz I8 feazg ufg »iE | Me3s HI IfT &1 e 1| v 3983t 83y Ife Il Fax
Afg AN AfE 11 2 1| H: 3 11 »3fT Sug 3Bt FTe 1| Yifs yggoy ae 5 U8 || Ug
féer a3 visfe v &€ 1| ofs HE G2 Mo &t gfe & mfe 1| ASHaS fAG /g 392 I
nisfeg ofinr ga 31fE 3972 1| 9f &7H & 93 TT SO aH'E || YIF faftmr 7 Hez &
A2 || 554 fag AfSIT AR HY U= 1l 3 I

At page 88 of the Guru Granth Sahib, Guru Amardas Sahib says that he alone is the
true devotee, who has understood the Greatness of the Almighty God and has attained
self-realization through the Guru’s Grace. This has enabled him to control his
wandering mind and concentrate on the One True God by overcoming his egotism. He
recites the True Naam always by living a life of a selfless as non-entity. Such a
devotee, immersed in God’s love, is really great, and a true follower. By virtue of
Guru Nanak Sahib’s enlightenment, Guru Amardas Sahib opines that such a Guru-
minded person, ever singing the glories and virtues of the everlasting Supreme Entity,
Finally merges into the Eternal Truth. (2)

On the other hand, a person with a base mind and engaged in worldly falsehood,
labeling himself a saint can never attain the Almighty God because he only adds up to
his filth of mind by talking ill of others (backbiting). The person is not able to cleanse
his/her mind by cleaning himself/herself out worldly. He/she always finds fault with
the devotee saints and their associates but suffers day and night by engaging in dual-
mindedness. He/she does everything else except concentrating on the True Naam. In



the name of Guru Nanak Sahib, Guru Amardas Sahib says that such a person wastes
his/her life by performing misdeeds because none has ever achieved emancipation
without seeking the support of the Almighty God. (3)

fratamar Ho® U 11 U 2q 1| 383 TI3 HABT Il Al T3 HA3T 1| IUR AUfg I737 i

At page 71 of the Guru Granth Sahib, Guru Arjan Sahib says that devotees seek God
through the dance, while Yogis try to seek by performing Yoga, whereas some other
mendicants believe in attaining emancipation, by meditating in isolation.

8T mat H: U 1 ¥ 208 11 39183 393 FAIFS o FI1 1| AIS f3niat TAC & Har
Il v 3 fasR AA® STH 1| AT YR AAS USEIH 1| AOAfAT U HE 82 1l f3| a8t
&t Hfz 831 92 I IS &t 2B a9 fa3 Bif3 1| He 35 nigd fars udifs 1 afs @
96 fade TAR || o6 MAT AT AT IB U= 13 11 € I

In Sukhmani Sahib at page 274, Guru Arjan Sahib says that the true devotee is one,
who is imbued with the love of the Almighty God, and has discarded the company of
horrible evil-goers. Such a devotee has rid himself of all doubts and dual-mindedness,
and worships God alone, considering as the cause and effect of everything in the
world. Thus all vicious thoughts are eliminated in the company of true devotees and
then such a devotee possesses an intelligent and elevated mind. In the name of Nanak,
Guru Sahib advises us that the person, who serves the Almighty God by surrendering
and inculcates God’s love in the heart, such a devotee realizes God’s Grace in the true
sense. (3)

IHEE Ha®' U, Uar €2 1l fasdt farg 3fi == dfs ufenr 1l fasdt His nBys
Aefent || aEt qo38 nidfs 3183t 11 Hio dis afg afg Gz #HFt 1 2 11

At page 912, Guru Arjan Sahib says that some persons have made their abode in the
forests, leaving their homes and some others have practiced complete silence calling
themselves as detached Yogis. There are some other devotee persons, who describe
themselves as mendicants of a distinct form. However, I being a poor and helpless
person have sought God’s support. (2)

ysst HT® U 1l UaT 9382-938% 1| HE HfT T HT™ nidaaT I YT a9fg g9 farae
I afg feAes Sfc sg T I nisT At HE aF Tt &5 A2 11 A |l fe3 AAfH Yz fas It &
ufenr || 39183t He™ He Hfgwr Hifen 11 11 IT8 I

At pages 1347-48 of the Guru Granth Sahib, Guru Arjan Sahib says that the person’s
mind remains engrossed by anger, and the height of egoism, though he pretends to
worship the Almighty God by performing various rituals. He takes a bath and then
makes circles of saffron on his body and forehead as a mark of Puritanism but the filth
of his evil mind does not leave him. (1) By all such forms of worship, no one has been
able to realize the Almighty God because the mind is still entangled in the love of the
worldly attachments, despite such a devotee wearing large earrings. (1 — Pause)

As T understand, “Bhagauti” whether mentioned in the Vaar Durga Kee or in the Guru
Granth Sahib, it does not denote “Akall Purkh”, the Almighty God or the True Entity.
Said term only represents a disciple, devotee, follower, etc. Whereas, Gurbani, the
Divine Word incorporated in the Guru Granth Sahib teaches us to Pray always to the



Almighty God, and not before any person or any other entity even though that may be
of great repute.

In this respect some Quotes from the Guru Granth Sahib are reproduced below so that
concept of “Ardaas” is clear provided we may try to understand the complete Shabds:

gt Ha®™ q, U 2€2 |1 famm Har@ fomr afa Aet H =9rs gy funtfl #i6
9 AITt A ST AY &7 ot migefH A18 |l
Y3t Ho®' q, UsT Q38U || HE 3§ il A3 33 UTTH ||
fa g2 38 Jug nigefr Il

A% HI® 2, UaT Q0€3 || »id 7€ &9 »ifd mid wiig IR |l
f3g vidt oaar Yfsfe g nigefA |

TIIH HI® 3, UaT U9 || Y A1 A%3' ofy & 3fe U Ifg It av
ngeTH 39T 99 YT widt Ify Beg &g T8 IH |

Bt Ho®' 8, U O3Y || H '€ Thag 33 HI AHt H 3T »idt nigefA |
A 39 g8 adt fag ufo a9 &3t Ao Ty sy 3= A UfH I

I8t At Ho®™ U, Uar €t Il 3 579 IH ufa ngefh I Fi8 fis rg 33t It I
3H W3 fuzT o ifaa 39 1 IH faur Hfa Ay wad i
afe & 76 IHT g 1| 89 3 G Fae3 |
A% AHA 3HS BIZ Tt 1l 3H 3 3fe B nrfomrarst o
IHIt A3 FHIS IH T A&t || sk TH AT IIgdT 1 € 1l 8 1l
W™ HI&™ U, UaT 3¢3 || 3T »dt »ige™d adat 718 flls A 397 11
J 376 AF 391 vt dgt 78 & A€ AT |
Rafs HO® U, Us™ €99 || ASt »ige'fA Aot B9 A9Y o gfs wiret |l
YdIe 3 AAI® FaT »i3fg I9 a8d ot f3nret 1gnqqll

A3 aHET A, UsT 222 || A »ig® o 2 397 &™H e |l

H It A HAGS 39T &H T v 11 q 1| II€ I
AeEie Ha® 318 &, U 3¢y || fof3 fo3<8 nigem a9 ug afo fg 5 maB |l
Aoy 93 33 ufA AgAas I8 38 1| 39 TafH U= st 38 a8 Arfag ot A= I
79 J9 °8 A3 feAfe a7y 393" HiY HeT || »iaTH »idY I9S Y9y 1 gaH<fd R a8 |
JI9 »HITH d9€ a9 fae 3 qufa faega@ 18 1 ac

WIEH ©HT AT feT 3t 853t a9e T

“Ht ofs fanfs fowfent fam f56 Az Ty Arfe |
391 goeg fAndt wfs 3fsg »e ofe | Ag gt dfe Aorfe 1”7

(853t I9 Arfag & wFRS/AS a1 I: “T9 If9 fars Afag”)



U3, WAt Hge=#! gn 9g Afaas &% odl 293t o, Ae fa goaet A Ao fédt 3t
Jor Cé€:  #Af3 Gar gaifs mfe Afa afenr 3fs usehit I

UsT uty: Af399 & AZ o Jye A3 A3 ARG I
f38 Hafs & J<<t fAvg Aafe & a9 S99 I

dor¢€o: 3 AsT Afag gy oW 1l &€ fafg 39 niye 3T 1l
frm 3 Bfc 7 f3ufs nuwre A Fag 3HT A 1

s 20U: U3 FONS @ B oF Jif9 UIT ufs feurfe6 i
o8 fafa a1y fours fea aet 3@ grafg as A el 1l

Uar qoat: &€ fafg fafa fafa urst 7 31T Hfs s=ar I
Usr qqou: € fafa srafe wet meH gt nies ning & 2fa |

As we all are well aware of the fact that before breathing his last on 7 October 1708
AD, Guru Gobind Singh Sahib had ordained all the Sikhs: “Sabh Sikhan Ko Hukam
Hai, Guru Maniyo Granth”, why are we then continue to follow the Hindus’ deity
Durga, instead of Akall Purkh, the Almighty God — the Supreme True Entity?

fee' It, nigem €t nizH 3T e |
“&5d &TH BFE! I, 33 € AFE S T IF |7

Since “Nanak Naam Charhdi Kalaa, Tere Bhanaiy Sarbatt Daa Bhalla” is not found in
the Guru Granth Sahib, I don’t know how SGPC could add “Nanak”, which is nothing
but blasphemous act on the part of SGPC’s Dharam Parchar Committee? In fact, such
Office-holders of the SGPC need to be dismissed under Section 134 (g) of The Sikh
Gurdwaras Act 1925. Have we forgotten Ram Rai’s fate when he changed Gurbani
from ‘Mitee Musalmaan kee’ (GGS page 466) to ‘Mitee Baieeman kee”? Hence, The
Sikh Diaspora must raise voice against the various inaccuracies imposed by the SGPC
for the last (65) years, especially when such terms do not conform to the Divine Word
enshrined in the Guru Granth Sahib at pages 1 to 1429.

At the end, I wish to say that the Sikh Ardaas - Prayer should be to express our
gratitude for God’s Bounties and Virtues, because God alone knows what is the best
for the Sikhs. There is no need to beg for worldly boons or to claim fruit for our Seva.

Waheguru jee ka Khalsa Waheguru jee kee Fateh

Email: GurmitsinghO1 @bigpond.com (Sydney — Australia)




